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On shield and targe of sounding metal.
Whereat the vermin fled, afeared
By this great uproar that they heard.
And when habitually they
Made noise, the vermin went away.                                   5,930
THE  FLEET   BRINGS   PROVISIONS
At the casal where it had stayed
The host its preparations made
To fight its hated foes and quell
The onslaughts of the infidel.
The place where they had stopped was wide.
And the king made the host to bide
Two full days in inaction                                            Aug. 28-29
While waiting for provision.
Then came the fleet, and with them were
Galleys and ships with provender 5                                       5,940
They had followed close along the coast
Carrying victual for the host.
To the casal our troops returned.
At the Merle,10 where the king sojourned,                      Aug. 30
He had arranged all things, decided
The marching order, and provided
That he would take the fore guard, thus
Making the van secure for us,
And that the Templars should take care
Of the rear guard 1X and keep watch there5                           5*950
Because the Saracens close by
Harassed the army constantly.
10Rey identifies this Merle as the village of Tantourah (p. 422). It was die seat
of a bourgeois court belonging to the lord of Arsur (dsrises} I, 420). The Estoire
would imply that the army returned to the Casal des Plains while Richard was at
the Merle, This is contradictory to the statement of the hinerarittm (p, 255) which
says "procedebat exercitus ad oppidum Merlam dictum, ubi rex pernoctaverat una
praedicatorum noctium." The Estoire seems to be in error on this point.
11 Beha ed Din observed the army after it left Caesarea and reported that Guy com-
manded the vanguard, Richard the center, and the Temple and Hospital the rear
(P. 282).